Intravenous immunoglobulin for immunomodulation of systemic lupus erythematosus.
Intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIg) is used for replacement therapy in immunodeficiency states and for immunomodulation of various autoimmune diseases. Several case reports and series support a beneficial role of IVIg in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), both as salvage immunotherapy and in control of disease activity in general and amelioration of classical disease manifestations. Further, lupus nephritis can also be treated usually successfully with IVIg. A few questions remain unanswered as to the appropriate therapeutic dosage and the clinical manifestations that can be best treated with IVIg.